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TRIBUTE TO GENERAL RICHARD B. 

MYERS 
Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I rise 

today to recognize and pay tribute to 
General Richard B. Myers, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, for his life-
time of service and unfaltering dedica-
tion to the United States Armed 
Forces and our country. 

As both a soldier and a leader, span-
ning 40 years of military service, Gen-
eral Myers contributions to our peace 
and security, and that of our children 
and grandchildren, are a remarkable 
hallmark in military history. During 
trying times, under sometimes harsh 
scrutiny, and with high national secu-
rity stakes at hand, General Myers has 
repeatedly shown his Kansas common 
sense, leading our military through 
two wars and a host of other challenges 
with a steady hand. 

Dick Myers was well prepared for 
leadership. Born in Kansas City, MO, in 
1942, General Myers graduated from 
Shawnee Mission North High School 
and attended Kansas State University, 
where he enrolled in the Air Force 
ROTC and was commissioned second 
lieutenant in 1965. After his commis-
sioning, General Myers entered pilot 
training at Vance Air Force Base, 
Oklahoma. As a command pilot, he 
logged over 4,000 flying hours, includ-
ing 600 combat hours over Vietnam and 
Laos. Serving in a wide variety of as-
signments over the next several dec-
ades, General Myers assumed the du-
ties of Vice Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in March 2000. 

On October 1, 2001, just weeks after 
the September 11 terrorist attacks, 
General Myers was named the 15th 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
As the first Vice Chairman to ascend to 
the office, General Myers served as the 
principal military advisor to the Presi-
dent, the Secretary of Defense, and the 
National Security Council, and played 
a critical role in the planning and exe-
cution of the Global War on Terrorism, 
including the important Operations 
Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom, and 
Iraqi Freedom. 

During General Myers tenure as the 
chairman, he was constantly faced 
with unique challenges and responsibil-
ities with both frustrating and emo-
tional circumstances, from the worst 
terrorist attacks on the United States 
in our proud history to fighting over-
seas wars against terrorists and the en-
emies of freedom and democracy. Yet, 
despite all of the challenges, General 
Myers maintained a positive, forward 
looking determination and attitude, 
and never faltered in his responsibility 
to our men and women serving in the 
armed forces today. 

General Myers’ tenure and accom-
plishments were not limited to the 
Global War on Terrorism, including op-
erations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Under General Myers’ leadership, the 
Joint Staff produced a far-reaching Na-
tional Military Strategy, com-
plemented by a National Military Stra-
tegic Plan for the War on Terrorism, to 

guide the Armed Forces for the chal-
lenges of the 21st Century. This strat-
egy serves as a template for the Global 
War on Terrorism, and was and will be 
truly instrumental in bringing freedom 
to the people of Iraq and Afghanistan. 

General Myers also oversaw the es-
tablishment of the United States 
Northern Command, or NORTHCOM, 
the first combatant command respon-
sible for the homeland defense of the 
continental United States. As part of 
this effort, the chairman advocated 
joint war fighting among the services 
and called on the entire U.S. Govern-
ment to expand the culture of jointness 
in the interagency and international 
communities. General Myers has truly 
shown great leadership in his efforts to 
transform and modernize the military. 

General Myers should also be recog-
nized for his humanitarian role—a mis-
sion many times missing from the 
headlines. In late 2004, in response to 
the horrific events surrounding the In-
dian Ocean Tsunami, General Myers 
oversaw ‘‘Operation Unified Assist-
ance’’, the largest coordinated and exe-
cuted military humanitarian relief ef-
fort since the Berlin Air Lift. Designed 
to enable more than 15,000 Department 
of Defense personnel, 130 aircraft, and 
20 United States Navy warships to dis-
tribute more than 400,000 gallons of 
water, 2,000 tons of food, and almost 
3,000 tons of other supplies to those in 
need, the mission was a success. 

General Myers’ impeccable service 
and brave leadership are also reflected 
in the awards and decorations he has 
received throughout his career. Gen-
eral Myers is the recipient of the De-
fense Distinguished Service Medal with 
two oak leaf clusters, Distinguished 
Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Distin-
guish Flying Cross with oak leaf clus-
ter, Meritorious Service Medal with 
three oak leaf clusters, Air Medal with 
eighteen oak leaf clusters, Air Force 
Commendation Medal, Joint Meri-
torious Unit Award with four oak leaf 
clusters, and Air Force Outstanding 
Unit Award with ‘‘V’’ device with three 
oak leaf clusters. 

Mr. President, today I have men-
tioned but a few of General Richard 
Myers’ numerous accomplishments. I 
not only consider General Myers a 
strong military leader, in times of both 
war and peace, and a critically impor-
tant person in the defense of our great 
Nation, I am privileged to call him a 
friend and a colleague. I have often 
said that if I were in a gunfight on 
Front Street in Dodge City, KS, during 
our States’ pioneer days, there is no 
person I would rather have by my side 
than Richard Myers. I know that a 
grateful Nation shares my appreciation 
for the general—a courageous and hon-
orable man and a strong and steadfast 
military leader during a truly trying 
time, and I know my colleagues join 
me in paying tribute to him and his 
wife Mary Jo for the years they have 
dedicated to our country and to the 
betterment of the United States Armed 
Forces. General Myers, we wish you 
well. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO CPT WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
MARCLEY 

∑ Mr. DEMINT. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate CPT William F. 
‘‘Bill’’ Marcley for his 38 years of serv-
ice and commitment to saving lives 
and advancing emergency medical 
services. 

Bill began this selfless work in 1967 
after he and his wife were involved in a 
serious car accident, by turning the ex-
perience into an opportunity to serve 
as a volunteer on the Inter-City First 
Aid Squad in Lake Park, FL. After 
helping establish paramedic systems in 
four counties in Florida, Bill and his 
family moved to South Carolina in 
1977, where he would serve three coun-
ties over the next 28 years in many ca-
pacities, inc1uding director of Fairfield 
County EMS and EMS Operations Man-
age in my home county of Greenville. 

In addition to his full-time positions, 
Bill has found time to serve his com-
munity as United Way Coordinator for 
the Department of Public Safety, 
chairman of ‘‘Operation Heartbeat’’ for 
the American Heart Association, EMT 
instructor at Greenville Technological 
College, and he annually conducts over 
100 special programs promoting public 
safety and emergency medical service 
education. 

On behalf of myself and the State of 
South Carolina. I thank and commend 
Captain Marcley for the many con-
tributions he has made in the lives of 
countless South Carolinians. Although 
he officially began his retirement on 
September 9, 2005, I know that his serv-
ice to South Carolina is far from over, 
and I wish him and his wife, Arlene, 
many more happy and productive years 
together.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAT BOONE 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to acting and 
music legend Pat Boone. 

While most of us remember him as 
one of the greatest singers of the 1950’s, 
he is also known for his abiding Chris-
tian faith and strong moral standards 
which have sustained him throughout 
his life even during the height of his 
career in the entertainment industry. 

Today, Mr. Boone is the spokesman 
for the 60 Plus Association, a non-
partisan senior citizens advocacy 
group. 

He recently was interviewed by John 
Gizzi with Human Events. I ask to have 
printed in the RECORD an article titled 
‘‘Pat Boone on Politics, Porn, and the 
Death Tax’’. 

The article follows. 
[From Human Events Online, Aug. 19, 2005] 

PAT BOONE ON POLITICS, PORN AND THE DEATH 
TAX 

(By John Gizzi) 

Pat Boone, 71, is one of America’s most be-
loved entertainers. In the 1950s, he was the 
nation’s second most popular singer after 
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